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: Lessons Learned from Response to Coronavirus Disease 2019 Outbreak, Tak Province, January
2020 - June 2022
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Abstract

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is an infectious disease spreading throughout the world,
including Thailand. We report lessons learned from response to COVID-19 outbreak in Tak
province during January 2020 — June 2022 for preparedness of future epidemic/pandemic
response. A qualitative study by group discussion among district and provincial health teams of
emergency operations centre (EOC) was conducted in June 2022. The study showed that district
EOC could help in control of the disease outbreak. Each district EOC might have different sections
according to the district size and appropriateness but the provincial EOC should contain sections
for all function of EOC. Supervision of district EOC was essential during the beginning of outbreak.
Data for EOC administration might include disease outbreak situation, workload of patient
management in each treatment system, description of fatal cases, data of logistical support
including stockpile, adequacy and procurement, data with intermittent use (such as summary of
outbreak investigation of each cluster and vaccine coverage), and problems from each EOC
section. Good surveillance, investigation, prevention and control could reduce outbreak severity.
The operation team should have field training in advance before work. Patients with no or mild
symptoms could be treated at home (home isolation) or in the community (community/factory
isolation or shared home isolation) by a trained infected person under health personnel
supervision and management. A variety of health education methods and outreach COVID-19
vaccination in the community and at home could increase the vaccine coverage.

During COVID-19 crisis, many good measures for response to the outbreak were identified.
This report may be useful for preparedness of response to the future epidemic/pandemic disease.

Keywords: coronavirus disease 2019, outbreak, lessons learned, Tak province
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